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CONFIDENTIAL HELSINKI 0196 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, FI, VS 

SUB J : MEETING WITH FINNISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY CHAIRMAN PAASIO ON PRG ISSUE 

REF: (A) STATE 20502 (B) HELSINKI 185 (C) HELSINKI 187 
(D) HELSINKI 166 (E) SAIGON 913 (NOTAL) 

1. IN ADDITION TO REPRESENTATION AMBASSADOR MADE 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER KARJALAINEN ON PRG ISSUE JAN 30 
(REF B) ON DEPT'S INSTRUCTION (REF A), EMBASSY 
DECIDED MAKE DIRECT APPROACH LEADERSHIP AT SDP, 
WHICH PREDOMINENT MEMBER OF AND PRESUMED MAJOR 
PRO-PRG FORCE IN COALITION GOVERNMENT. 

2. EMBASSY DECIDED BEST APPROACH WAS TO UTILIZE 
RELATIONS BUILT UP OVER PAST YEAR WITH SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (SDP) CHAIRMAN, AND FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER, RAFAEL PAASIO - WHO IS BOTH THE 
LEADER OF SDP AND IDENFIFIED WITH ITS CENTER-TO- 
RIGHT FACTION. (SDP SECRETARY GENERAL AND PRESENT 
PRIME MINISTER SORSA HAS CANCELED HIS ATTENDANCE 
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AT NORDIC PM'S MEETING IN OSLO DUE TO FLU, AND 
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WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE IN EITHER OF HIS 
CAPACITIES IN ANY CASE). 

3. POLOFF THEREFORE CALLED ON CHAIRMAN PAASIO, 

WHO ASSISTED BY SDP INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY VIEMERO. 
AFTER THANKING PAASIO FOR OPPORTUNITY PRESENT USG 
CONCERN AND VIEWS ON PRG ISSUE, UNDER OUR 
"AGREEMENT" WITH SDP TO CARRY ON DIALOGUE ON 
QUESTIONS RELATED TO US-FINNISH RELATIONS, POLOFF 
FIRST OUTLINED TO PAASIO SPECIFIC URGENT USG 
CONCERN ABOUT QUESTION PRG PARTICIPATION IN LOW 
CONFERENCE, POINTING OUT THAT MATTER ALREADY 
DECIDED LAST YEAR, PRG NOT IN ANY WAY QUALIFIED 
AS GOVERNMENT, AND PRTICULARLY DID NOT 
QUALIFY FOR PARTICIPATION IN LOW CONFERENCE. 

4. POLOFF THEN EMPHASIZED GREAT IMPORTANCE USG 
ATTACHES TO QUESTION OF PRG STATUS IN GENERAL, 
REITERATED FACT THAT PRG HAS NONE OF NECESSARY 
ATTRIBUTES OF GOVT, AND POINTED OUT THAT ANY 
SUPPORT OF PRG WOULD BE ESPECIALLY DIFFICULT TO 
UNDERSTAND IN VIEW OF RECENT LARGE SCALE MILITARY 
ACTION BY DRV/PRG. 

5. POLOFF THEN POINTED OUT TO PAASIO THAT USG 
HAD ALREADY CONSIDERED GOF RECOGNITION OF HANOI 
BUT NOT SAIGON AS UNBALANCED APPLICATION OF FINNISH 
NEUTRALITY POLICY, AND WOULD CONSIDER GOF SUPPORT 

OF PRG EVEN MORE UNBALANCED, ADDING THAT SUCH WOULD 
ALSO SEEM TO BE IN CONTRADICTION WITH FINLAND'S 
DECLARED POLICY OF STAYING OUT OF BIG POWER QUARRELS. 

6. POLOFF TOLD PAASIO THAT ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR 

HAD ALREADY MADE FORMAL REPRESENTATION ON MATTER TO 
FOREIGN MINISTER, EMBASSY ALSO WANTED CALL MATTER 
TO ATTENTION OF SDP, SINCE SDP LEADING MEMBER 
COALITION GOVT AND GOVT WOULD HAVE TO DECIDE 
FINNISH POSITION. POLOFF SAID HE REALIZED THERE 
GROUPS WITHIN SDP WHO CALLING FOR SUPPORT OF PRG, 

BUT EXPRESSED SURPRISE AND CONSTERNATION ABOUT 
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PRO-PRG EDITORIAL IN MAIN SDP ORGAN DEMARI ON 
JAN 30 (REF C). 

7. PAASIO SAID THAT HE WAS NOT INFORMED AS TO 
WHERE MATTER STOOD WITHIN COALITION GOVT, AND MADE 
POINT THAT THERE ALSO OTHER PARTIES IN GOVT. 

PAASIO, WHO WAS VERY GRACIOUS AND FRIENDLY DURING 
ENTIRE DISCUSSION, SAID THAT HE WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY 
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FOR CALM AND SERIOUS TALKS SUCH AS THIS WHICH OUR 
"DIALOGUE AGREEMENT" MADE POSSIBLE, AND PROMISED 
LOOK INTO MATTER AND TO INFORM HIS PARTY COLLEAGUES 
(READ PRIME MINISTER SORSA) OF USG VIEWS AND CONCERN. 

8. PAASIO THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT IT HAD BEEN 
POSITION OF SDP AND GOF FOR SOME TIME THAT ONLY 
SOLUTION TO VIETNAM PORBLEM WAS TO BE FOUND IN 
NEGOTIATIONS. CONTINUED FIGHTING WITH ATTENDANT 
RISK OF BIG POWER INVOLVEMENT WAS DANGEROUS SITUA- 
TION, AND EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO RESUME 
NEGOTIATIONS. POLOFF AGREED, BUT POINTED OUT THAT 
RECORD QUITE CLEAR THAT IT DRV/PRG WHO BROKE OFF 
NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT THEY ONLY PARTY INSISTING ON 
PRECONDITIONS FOR THEIR RESUMPTION. POLOFF SAID 
THAT MANY OBSERVERS FELT THAT DRV/PRG NOT WILLING 
LIVE UP TO PARIS AGREEMENTS BECAUSE THEY KNEW THEY 
WOULD LOSE ELECTION AND THAT DRV AND PRG - WHICH 
ONLY EXTENSION OF DRV - HAD THEREFORE DECIDED TO 
TRY IMPOSE MILITARY "SOLUTION." PAASIO ADMITTED 
THAT DRV WAS HEAVILY INVOLVED. 

9. PAASIO THEN SAID THAT SITUATION IN SOUTH 
VIET-NAM SEEMED UNCLEAR AND THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT 
TO DETERMINE WHAT WAS ACTUALLY HAPPENING. POLOFF 
REJOINED THAT IT DID NOT SEEM UNCLEAR TO US, 

POINTING OUT DRV/PRG AGRESSION AND RECENT 
MILITARY OCCUPATION ENTIRE PROVINCE, AT THE 

SAME TIME MENTIONING THAT IT WAS OUR UNDERSTANDING 
THAT SOCIAL DEMOCRAT- AFFILIATED TRADE UNION 
FEDERATION SAK HAD RECEIVED MESSAGE FROM CONFED- 
ERATION OF VIETNAMESE TRADE UNIONS (CVT) (REF E) 
INVITING FINNS TO COME AND SEE FOR THEMSELVES WHAT 
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WAS GOING ON. (SAK INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY TAPIOLA 
HAD TOLD LABOFF ABOUT RECEIPT OF CVT MESSAGE). 
POLOFF ADDED THAT, AS WAS CLEAR FROM DVT AND OTHER 
SOURCES. SOUTH VIETNAMESE WERE IN FACT ALL THE 
TIME "OVTING WITH THEIR FEET" IN FAVOR OF GVN 
RATHER THAN PRG. 

10. PAASIO CLAIMED THAT DEMARI EDITORIAL DID NOT 
REFLECT ANY OFFICIAL SDP STAND ON PRG QUESTION. 

1 1 . COMMENT: WE DO NOT WISH TO RAISE ANY FALSE 
HOPE THAT GOF WILL REFRAIN FROM SUPPORTING PRG 
PARTICIPATION AT LOW CONFERENCE AS RESULT OF OUR 
DISCUSSION WITH PAASIO. NEVERTHELESS, THE FACT 
THAT PAASIO HAS THE NECESSARY STATURE IN SDP TO 
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KEEP ITS LEFTWING FACTION IN CHECK ON THIS AND OTHER 
ISSUES, THAT HE HAS NOW HEARD THE OTHER SIDE OF 
THE STORY, AND PROMISED TO TAKE UP MATTER WITH HIS 
SDP COLLEAGUES, INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER SORSA, 

IS GRATIFYING. AND EVEN IF WE LOSE ON THIS ISSUE, 

WHICH WE HOPE WE DON'T, BY REGISTERING USG VIEWS 
WITH THE SDP ON THEIR HIGHEST LEVEL, WE HAVE ADDED 
ANOTHER CHAPTER TO OUR "DIALOGUE" WITH THE SDP. 

WHICH WILL BE USEFUL AND BENEFICIAL FOR THE FUTURE. 

KREHBIEL 
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